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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
STARLIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION AND THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION UNVEIL STARLIGHT SITE™ CARE ROOM AT ELMHURST HOSPITAL CENTER

Care Room Will Help Distract Children from Pain 

And Engage Them in the Treatment Process 
NEW YORK, MARCH 3rd, 2011 – Today, the Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT and the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF) will unveil a Starlight Site™ Care Room at Elmhurst Hospital Center.  The new Care Room is designed with a park theme that includes colorful trees and kites on the walls, vibrant floor tiles, and an inviting feel that will help calm children’s fears, distract them from their pain and engage them in the treatment process. 
“Starlight is so pleased to unveil our 9th Care Room in the tri-state area at Elmhurst Hospital Center.  With the help of our wonderful partner, the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation, we were able to renovate what was once a dreary area and create a welcoming environment for children to undergo treatments,” said Elaine Siver, Executive Director of the Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT.

While in the hospital, many seriously ill children spend the bulk of their time in treatment rooms.  These rooms are often intimidating areas in the hospital.  Although this is where some of a child’s most difficult, most invasive, and most painful experiences occur, the treatment rooms are often overlooked when patient rooms and other areas of hospitals are renovated.  Starlight is addressing this issue by renovating treatment rooms in hospitals across the tri-state area with new Starlight Site™ Care Rooms.
“We are extremely grateful to the Starlight Children’s Foundation for their decade-long commitment to Elmhurst Hospital Center and our Child Life program,” said Elmhurst Hospital Center Executive Director Chris Constantino. “Through yearly grants in support of various Child Life initiatives, and donations of wonderful gifts like Nintendo Fun Centers and tickets to sporting events, Starlight has helped make hospitalization a little less frightening for our youngest patients. We hope the addition of this cheery new care room in our Inpatient Pediatric wing will continue to make the experience easier for them.”    
The funding for the room was provided through a grant by the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF) which seeks to help communities and enrich lives by combining the collective strengths of the industry to provide grants, volunteer service and leadership.  IICF has been supporting Starlight programs and services over the last two years.

“The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation is pleased to be able to improve the lives of these brave children who have so much to endure,” said Lisa Tepper, Chair of the IICF Grants Committee and Regional President for Travelers.  “Through the efforts and inspiration of Starlight, this treatment room has been transformed and will cheer these small patients rather than frighten them.”  

There are currently nine Starlight Site™ Care Rooms located at six hospitals across the tri-state area including Elizabeth Seton Pediatric Center and Mt. Sinai Medical Center in New York City; St. Joseph's Children's Hospital in Paterson, NJ; White Plains Medical Center in White Plains, NY; New York Hospital Queens (honoring the New York Mets); and now Elmhurst Hospital Center with more projects currently underway. 

About the Starlight Children’s Foundation

The Starlight Children’s Foundation makes a world of difference for seriously ill children and their families. Since 1985, the NY*NJ*CT chapter has been offering hope and a brighter future for seriously ill children. The goal of the Foundation is to help these children experience the simple joys of being a child and each year, Starlight serves over 275,000 critically, chronically, and terminally ill children throughout New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Some of Starlight’s most unique programs include Great Escapes, special outings for children and their families; STARBRIGHT World, a private online community for teens who are living with chronic diseases to connect; and Hospital Happenings, which include themed parties, toys, and visits from entertainers.  For more information the Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT, please log on to www.starlight-newyork.org. 

About Elmhurst Hospital Center
Elmhurst Hospital Center (EHC) is a 545-bed medical facility and major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens.  EHC is a Level I Trauma Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911 Receiving Hospital, and is also a premiere health care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, Women's Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine and Renal and Mental Health Services.
Last year we received well over 600,000 ambulatory care visits and more than 30,000 Emergency Room visits, making EHC one of the busiest hospitals in New York City. We serve an area of approximately one million people in a community recognized as the most ethnically diverse in the world. Ensuring access to high-quality health care for all is our top priority. To find out more, please visit us at nyc.gov/ElmhurstHospital.

About the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation 

The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation was established in 1994 and is completely directed and funded by the insurance industry. The Foundation seeks to help communities and enrich lives by uniting the collective strengths of the industry to provide grants, volunteer service and leadership. The Industry Foundation originated in California and in 2007 added a New York Division. Since its inception the Industry Foundation has contributed over 16 million dollars and 110,000 volunteer hours to hundreds of community nonprofits. To learn more about the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation visit www.iicf.org or contact Betsy Myatt, Executive Director (917-544-0895; emyatt@iicf.com). 
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