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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
STARLIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION DONATES STARLIGHT FUN CENTERTM IN HONOR OF AMERICAN AIRLINES 
New York (March 30, 2009) – Today, Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT donated a Starlight Fun Center to New York-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital.  The Fun Center includes a Nintendo Wii and Sharp AQUOSTM and honors American Airlines, the Foundations longstanding partner, who has shown continued support and dedication to helping seriously ill children in the tri-state area. Starlight serves thousands of children who suffer from a wide range of critical, chronic, and life-threatening diseases and disabilities.  
“We are so pleased to have such a wonderful partner that is passionate about bettering the lives of seriously ill children,” said Elaine Siver, executive director of Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT. “American Airlines has been helping Starlight for over 20 years and because of their commitment we have been able to continue to reach over 275,000 children tri-state each year with our programs and services. The Fun Center in New York-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital will continue to bring smiles to the faces of sick children on a daily basis.” 
A Fun Center is a mobile entertainment unit that includes a Nintendo Wii™ system, a DVD player, and a Sharp AQUOS™ LCD television.  Fun Centers let users control the action through the motion of the Wii Remote. Its design allows kids, even those who aren’t able to leave their beds or who have limited motion, to play with ease. With that, the Fun Centers can even be used to encourage children to do their physical therapy and motor coordination exercises.
Playing a video game or watching a movie helps pass the time, but studies have also shown that other benefits include perceived decreased pain and anxiety, a greater willingness to return for treatment, and alleviation of stress, loneliness and isolation that often accompany prolonged illness. Hospitals report that Fun Center use may even result in a reduced need for pain medication.
“A hospital stay can be difficult for young patients. We are grateful to the Starlight Children’s Foundation for donating this entertainment and game center.  It is a very welcome addition to our programs aimed at helping children enjoy themselves and feel at home during their time with us, “says Toni Miller, director of Child Life at New York-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital.  

About Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT

The Starlight Children’s Foundation makes a world of difference for seriously ill children and their families. Since 1985, the NY*NJ*CT chapter has been offering hope and a brighter future for seriously ill children. The goal of the Starlight Children’s Foundation is to help these children experience the simple joys of being a child. Each year, Starlight serves over 275,000 critically, chronically, and terminally ill children throughout New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Some of Starlight’s most unique programs include Great Escapes, special outings for children and their families, STARBRIGHT World, a private online community for teens who are living with chronic diseases to connect, Hospital Happenings, including themed parties, toys, and visits from entertainers.  For more information on the Starlight Children’s Foundation of NY*NJ*CT, please log on to www.starlight-newyork.org.

About American Airlines  

American Airlines, American Eagle and the AmericanConnection® airlines serve 250 cities in 40 countries with, on average, more than 3,400 daily flights. The combined network fleet numbers more than 900 aircraft. American's award-winning Web site, AA.com, provides users with easy access to check and book fares, plus personalized news, information and travel offers. American Airlines is a founding member of the oneworld® Alliance, which brings together some of the best and biggest names in the airline business, enabling them to offer their customers more services and benefits than any airline can provide on its own. Together, its members serve nearly 700 destinations in over 140 countries and territories. American Airlines, Inc. and American Eagle Airlines, Inc. are subsidiaries of AMR Corporation. American Airlines, American Eagle, the AmericanConnection® airlines, AA.com, We know why you fly and AAdvantage are registered trademarks of American Airlines, Inc. (NYSE: AMR)
About NewYork-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital
Ranked by U.S.News & World Report as one of the top children’s hospitals in the country, NewYork-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital offers the best available care in every area of pediatrics — including the most complex neonatal and critical care, and all areas of pediatric subspecialties — in a family-friendly and technologically advanced setting. Building a reputation for more than a century as one of the nation’s premier children’s hospitals, NewYork-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital is affiliated with Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, and is Manhattan’s only hospital dedicated solely to the care of children and the largest provider of children’s health services in the tri-state area with a long-standing commitment to its community. NewYork-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital is also a major international referral center, meeting the special needs of children from infancy through adolescence worldwide. For more information, visit www.nyp.org.


From Left: John Lisiewski, Director of Caribbean, Atlantic and Latin American Sales for American Airlines; Chuck Imhof, Vice President, Sales for Greater New York for American Airlines; Michele Hall-Duncan, Director of Children’s Services for Starlight Children’s Foundation; Jonathan Garris, hospital patient; Javier Geovanny Gallardo, hospital patient; Ned Raynolds, American Airlines Corporate Communications Manager; Elaine Siver, Executive Director of Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT; Joann Camuti, Greater New York Division Manager for American Airlines 

