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Preamble: This is the next in a series of letters from the Executive Director of Starlight Starbright 

Children’s Foundation – WA to our special donors, partners and constituents. Through these letters I 

hope to provide you with “the inside story” of our activities, our progress, our plans and our thinking.  

These letters are intended to be somewhat exclusive in that some of the information will be shared 

with you before we share it in more public formats. I am including you to receive these letters because 

you are very important to Starlight and this is one way to share directly with you and to invite you to 

provide feedback. 
 

In my last letter I reflected on our prior year accomplishments and highlighted developments for this 

fiscal year. Our Board continues to strengthen with the addition of KOMO TV News anchor Molly Shen, 

and President of Delivery Express, Dave Hamilton. Our board continues to build breadth and depth for 

the work ahead for Starlight. We are continuing to expand our presence and service in Spokane 

through program services, fundraising, and local volunteer leadership. Our Spokane Leadership 

Council now comprises 12 members from the Spokane business community. The Spokane Leadership 

Council’s next major fundraiser is a benefit concert on November 29, 2008 at the Bing Crosby Theater 

in Spokane. Detailed information will be on our website soon.   
 

We also formed a new and exciting partnership with Fashion First, Joan Kelly (CEO). Fashion First 

produces the second largest fashion show in the Northwest with over 1,000 people attending the 

Seattle event.  Designers with the latest fashions and celebrities will be there. This exciting event will 

be on August 7, 2008 at the Armory on South Lake Union.  See our website (www.starlight-

washington.org) for details and registration. 
 

Services to children and families are up across the chapter including in Spokane. We have 

added more hospitals in Eastern Washington as service partners. 
 

At the Board of Directors’ annual planning retreat in March, they determined that strategic to the 

advancement of the Starlight – Washington chapter is to create new structures that will allow leaders 

from different sectors of our community to join and support our mission to brighten the lives of 

seriously ill children and their families. At that time they authorized the formation of the Board of 

Trustees. This Board is a high level leadership body that is structured to respect and accommodate 

the significant time demands and priorities of these leaders in our community and still provide a 

vehicle for Starlight to benefit from their focused and well defined support. The priority will be on 

meaningful support, guidance and access to others.  

 

 

Mission: We help seriously ill children and their families cope  
with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities 
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We have begun meeting with individual business and community leaders to seek guidance in how to 

structure and form the Board of Trustees. Advice so far suggests that this group only meet two to three 

times a year with strong content on our service to children and families as well as focus on strategic 

advancement of the organization. That this group supports one of our special events like the high 

profile Fashion First Fashion Show. Another suggestion is that this Board be called the Board of 

Advocates. It was felt that this name better reflects the purpose of the group and that it does not have 

fiduciary responsibilities. As you are one of our important constituents, I welcome your comments and 

reactions as we move forward to form this new Board. Please consider this opportunity for yourself or 

suggest someone you know who may be a good fit.  Please send me your thoughts (steve@starlight-

washington.org, 425-861-7827 x101). 
 

You are among the first to know outside of our office and Board that we are moving our office.  

Nintendo of America has donated office space to our Starlight Washington chapter for 15 years.  They 

will be building new structures on our current site. They are generously continuing to donate office 

space to our chapter by providing new space to us in a nearby building about a block from our current 

site. We start moving this week and will be fully moved before the end of July. Our address will change 

but our phone numbers and email addresses will all stay the same.  We are very grateful to Nintendo 

for their long-term and on-going support of Starlight. 
 

Finally, a reminder of our annual Golf Tournament on August 25, 2008 at the Golf Club at Newcastle.  

Jack Thompson (Cougars) and Sonny Sixkiller (Huskies) are our event chairs this year. It is a very fun 

golf event with lots of goodies, surprises, and special guests followed by a dinner and auction (great 

items) in the evening. You don’t want to miss this event. Details and registration are on our website. 
 

You are part of this partnership where together we act on the value that seriously ill children and their 

families deserve and will get the support they need to deal with the fear, pain, isolation, and trauma of 

serious illness. Together we bring light and joy into some of the darkest moments of these children’s 

and families’ lives. Thank you and bless you for sharing and acting on that value.  

Steve 
Steve McGraw, Executive Director   
425-861-7827 ext. 101 
steve@starlight-washington.org 

   
 

 

 

 

3ÅÁÔÔÌÅȭÓ 2ÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ $ÕÃËÓ provided two tour buses for 70 Starlight family 

members on a bright and sunny June day that included lots of fun for 

everyone! Many of the families came onboard from Swedish Medical 

Center along with 3-#ȭÓ Child Life Specialist Maria Apostolou. Ride the 

Ducks is also partnering with Starlight this summer in a cause-marketing 

ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ ÉÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÒÌÉÇÈÔȭÓ 

programs for seriously ill children and their families. 
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