
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10 Things No One Tells You About Cancer Treatment 
 

     As a young child, Ashlynn learned she had 

Neuroblastoma, a cancer of the sympathetic nervous 

system. Overnight, the family's life changed 

dramatically. Ashlynn was treated at Spokane’s Sacred 

Heart Children's Hospital. Now eight years old and living 

life as normal as possible, Ashlynn is cancer free. Her 

mother, Lisa Lautermilch, captures some of the anxiety 

that goes along with having a child with cancer in this 

top 10 list: 

1. You will age 10 years in one day -- diagnosis day. 

2. You will age another 10 years during treatment. 

3. You will age yet another 10 years waiting for that 

first post-treatment checkup. 

4. You will not be able to remember anything that 

involves something other than your child's blood 

counts and appointments. 

5. Frozen dinners taste really good, if you're lucky 

enough to be hungry. 

6. Insomnia becomes a way of life. 

7. No amount of concealer will hide those dark circles. 

Consider them a fashion statement. 

8. Gatorade may go down one color, but it comes up 

an entirely different color. 

9. "Waiting" is an art form in which you will become an 

expert. 

10. Your child will become mature far beyond her years, 

often wiser than you will ever be. 

Says Lisa, “Starlight does its best to accommodate 

each family’s needs and makes the effort to really get to 

know each family. Starlight knows having a seriously ill 

child is a very difficult time for the whole family. 

Starlight is a support network, and makes the whole 

process a little easier on the entire family.” 

11.   

12. We have 5 other children, in addition to Ashlynn and 

 

  

  

      As we venture into our 16
th
 year, our Washington 

Chapter of Starlight expresses our grateful appreciation for 

the multitude of donors to support Starlight programs for 

seriously ill children and their families. Not only did 

Starbuck’s customers donate a record number of new toys 

and books for Starlight’s distribution to over 90 pediatric 

hospitals and organizations statewide, but also did 

supporters step forward to make toy donations greater 

than ever from Bellevue Square, Microsoft, and other 

businesses, schools, and organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
     

     Totally, we received more than 3,500 boxes to our 

warehouse of new toys and books donated through the 8th 

annual Starbucks Joy Drive. We gladly welcome teams of 

volunteers to help with opening, sorting, bar-coding, 

counting, and packing our items for distribution statewide! 

     Similarly, many groups raised significant revenue 

during the holiday season to support programming, 

including the annual Santas for Starlight, Trans Siberian 

Orchestra concert in partnership with STAR 101.5 radio, 

and the Architectural Woodwork Institute auction. Special 

partnerships grew during the holidays with WOLF radio 

promotion of wishes for children, Tacoma High School coin 

collections, and many more. 

     A special thanks to Delivery Express for many county 

miles of deliveries to Starlight families! 

      

   

 

UPDATE, 1st Quarter 2008 
From the desk of Steve McGraw 

Washington Chapter Executive Director 

 

Starlight’s Families Greatly Appreciate 

Communities’ Generosities, Statewide  

 

  

  

 

Starbucks’ holiday 

lighting to kick off the 8
th

 

annual region-wide 

“Holiday Angels Joy Drive” 

toy and book collections 

was held at Seattle’s 

Westlake Center. 

Connecting the electric 

plug is the Hylton family – 

Starlight’s Morgan (age 3) 

in pink, her brother, Joshua 

(almost age 6), at left, with 

mother, Jennifer, close by. 

 

 

Spokane’s Leadership 

Council member Jeanne 

Selden assists with 

delivering toys at 

Spokane’s Deaconess 

Medical Center’s Cystic 

Fibrosis Unit for the 

annual holiday party. 

 

 

Starlight child Ashlynn, 

age 8, and her younger 

brother Anthony, age 6, 

greet Starry at the 

Starbucks Joy Drive in 

Spokane in December. 

 

Mission:  we help seriously ill children and their families cope  

with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spokane’s Leadership Council Is Growing! 
 

Brian McNaughton, Chair; McNaughton & Nate Insurance 

Lisa Ackerhielm, Independent Insurance Agent 

Jill Fix, Rockwood Clinic 

Patty Kilkup, Quisenberry Marketing and Design 

Bill Long, KXLY Television 

Alison Marlin, HollisterStier Laboratories 

Jeanne Selden, Community Volunteer 

Susanna Weise, LeMaster and Daniels 

 

Starlight Board of Directors 2007 – 2008 
 

Michelle Worden, President; EvergreenBank 

Len Hagen, Vice President & Secretary;The Regence Group 

Laird Vanetta, Treasurer; Tremper & Company, LLC 

Millie Judge, Past President; Shared Strategy for Puget Sound 

Chris Baldwin, Colgate Palmolive 

Ron Dick, MD, Seattle Children’s Hospital 

Teresa Fausti, Clearwire 

Todd Johnson, KOMO TV 

Maureen Judge, Community Leader 

Jon Liechty, Starbucks Coffee Company 

Andrea Martini, Alex’s Coupons 

Anne Marshall, drugstore.com 

Brian McNaughton, McNaughton & Nate Insurance 

Brenda Potts, Microsoft 

John Sanders, Hollywood Video 

Suzanne Scallon, Nintendo of America 

Pat Sundgren, U.S. Bank 

Julie Westin, Davis Wright Tremaine 

 

 

 

Starlight Kids at Recent Great Escapes Events 

A total 62 Great Escapes and 99 Hospital Happenings events 

have been held in the last three months with over 8,700 

Starlight children and family members participating!! 

 

Chapter Office 

4536 150th Avenue NE 

Redmond WA 98052 

425-861-7827; 866-236-6379  

 425-883-9023 fax  
 

Spokane Office 

101 West 8
th
 Avenue, Suite E361 

Spokane WA 99220 

509-474-2820 program  

509-474-2810 development 

509-474-4568 fax 

 

www.starlight-washington.org 

Chapter Staff 

Steve McGraw, Executive Director 

Erin Behen, Program Services Director 

Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director 

Ann Haven, Special Events Coordinator 

Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator 

Margaux Ramos, Marketing Manager 

Stefany Peterson, Office Manager 

Spokane Office 

Paige McKee, Program Coordinator 

Susan Faltermeyer, Development Officer 
 

 

 

Opportunities! 
 

Program 

Great Escapes 

Hospital Happenings 

Office and Warehouse 
 

Special Events 

Grant Writing 

Oscar Night® America 

Sunday, February 24
th
 

Starlight Golf Classic 

Monday, August 25
th
 

 

Leadership 

Committees, Board, Council 

 

tami@starlight-washington.org 

 

 

To email staff, type first name with 

@starlight-washington.org 
 

 

Starlight is a 501c3 charity ~ Federal ID #91-1558287 

www.starlight-washington.org 

 

Sporting head coverings for a tour of the Chocolate Factory 

“Trick or Suite” at Embassy Suites 

Pokemon party enthusiasts 

http://www.starlight-washington.org/
mailto:tami@starlight-washington.org

