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Meet Jozlynn:
4 Years Old

Our daughter, Jozlynn, was born with complex congenital
heart defects — basically half a heart. Her first open heart
surgery was at two days, and she has been through
another three open heart surgeries. She is a strong little
girl and we are very proud of her. She is now four.

The first time we heard about Starlight was when we were
staying at the Ronald McDonald House and Starlight was
having a Great Escapes party at the teddy bear factory
with dinner at a close-by mall.

Although Jozlynn could not go with us because she was in
the hospital, we took her little sister, Ariana, who was then
18 months. Ariana got to make her big sister a get well
teddy bear and got to kiss the bear’s heart. She is now
two.

A few days later when Jozlynn was conscious enough to
talk, we gave her the special gift and she loves it to this
day.

Starlight has given us a great support group to turn to
when we need to just talk or get away for the evening.

- Somer and Derik Gill, Olympia

Note: The Gill ' s
Jozlynn's fourth
had no insurance, they are grateful for the support of

Starlight families helping them through the difficult times.
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Friday, May 15"
The Golf Club at Newcastle
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Register now!
425-861-7827 ext. 102
www.starlight-washington.org

J

house wa
surngend y .

2nd Quarter 2009

From the desk
of Washington
Executive Director, Steve McGraw

This year we are celebrating our 17" year as a Starlight
Chapter, and our sixth year hosting the Teen Prom, one of
our most teenager-anticipated Great Escapes, complete
with prom clothes donated by Ruby’s Room and Men'’s
Wearhouse, meals by Qdoba, venue by the Holiday Inn in
Issaquah, flowers from many sources, and so much more.
Starlight kids from across the state attend with their dates.

Officers for our new April 1* Starlight year include

John Sanders, President

Pat Sundgren, 1** Vice President

Daniel Bigbee, 2™ Vice President

Laird Vanetta, Treasurer

Arleen Winslow, Secretary

Michelle Worden, Immediate Past President
Rotating off the board this year was Len Hagen, who has
served in both vice president and secretary roles.

In early March, our Board conducted a planning retreat for
our Starlight chapter. Two main areas of focus included
expanding Starlight’s network in reach and breadth, and to
explore new or improved revenue activities. Many ideas
were generated from this brainstorming session. Please
visit our website for details: www.starlight-washington.org..

Our Board of Advocates is growing, now including Natalie
Brager, Angela Corpus, Joan Kelly, and Michelle Taylor. They
are focusing on building the Fashion First (mid-September)
event into a huge benefit for Starlight.

During the past year, we provided significant services for
our Starlight children and their families:

e Great Escapes 241 events, 5,780 participants

e Hospital Happenings 324 events, 16,492 participants

e Fun Centers eight placed, now 180 statewide

e PC Pals two placed, now 37 statewide

With over 750 volunteers serving with our programs, office,
and in fundraising roles, we are most grateful!

2009 is the year for positive actions on everyone’s part as
individuals and businesses: positive actions for our families,
our businesses, our community, our nation, and for
Starlight Children’s Foundation. Please include Starlight in
your positive actions this year. We need you and we are
counting on you.

Please consider celebrating a special occasion with a tribute
gift to Starlight — birthday, graduation, wedding,
anniversary, father’s day, get-well. Donors may contribute
by phone 425-861-7827 ext. 100; by mail; or on-line:
www.starlight-washington.org/washington/spring09 .

Thank you!

We help seriously ill children and their families
cope with their pain, fear and isolation
throuah entertainment, education and family activities.



http://www.starlight-washington.org/
http://www.starlight-washington.org/washington/spring09
http://www.starlight-washington.org/

From left: Emmy (5), Jason, Mailey (9), Heather, and

Lisy(8who was her sister’

My oldest daughter, Mailey, was diagnosed with ALL
(leukemia) two months after her second birthday
(2002). She had multiple complications, including
two internal yeast infections that started to eat
away at her many organs. We had to face a very real
decision: to fight the yeast or continue with chemo.
She couldn't do both.

After much debate, the doctor and | decided to give
up the chemo and start fighting the yeast, which
seemed to be more prevalent and more fatal than

the cancer. Many doctors told us the chances of her
survi val were sl i m, and v
doctor. This just made me pray even harder and be
even more thankful every single day that | had with
her and so happy that she was still on this Earth.

Against all odds, again literally, Mailey started to
fight the yeast, and eventually we were able to add
the chemo back into her regimen. Just shy of eight
months “free” of cancer (2004), she relapsed. We
could try more chemo, or we could try a transplant.

We chose the transplant even though it had a longer
list of complications, because it had the better
chance of survival. Still to this day the doctors are

amazed she's survived what she's gone through and
call her a fAmiracle chilc¢
made it this far, and they have no idea how she

has conquered all that she has.

As of today, Mailey is a “healthy” nine year old who
is as finor mal 0 dlaves pkying with a r
her two loving sisters! We know the chance of cancer
returning is 90%. We enjoy each day as we can, and
greatly appreciate the Starlight Great Escapes that
my three girls and | can enjoy!

- Heather Ingram, Coeur d’Alene
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Thank You, StarlightHaving a child diagnosed with any
severe medical condition changes a family. Katie Gallagher of
fibrosicepes St i
program has made a real difference in their lives, providing

Snoqualmiehasc y st i c

opportunity to go sailing, see Broadway plays, and visit the
z00 — maintaining some fun they had before Katie's
diagnosis, and helping the family cope with difficult changes.
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Howtohelp St arl i ght: donate 0
Flat screen monitors
PCbs and | aptops, 200¢

Paper cutter
2 and 4-drawer file cabinets
Tickets to sporting and fun events
Cars, trucks, boats
Craft supplies
New toys, books, and games

)

Redmond Office: 425-861-7827 ~ 425-883-9023 fax
5001 150th Avenue NE, P.O. Box 777, Redmond WA 98073

Spokane Office: 509-474-2820
2910 East 57" Avenue Suite 5, Spokane WA 99223

www. starlight-washington.org ~ 1-866-236-6379
Starlight is a 501c3 Charity. Federal ID# 91-1558287
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Redmond Office

Steve McGraw, Executive Director

Erin Behen, Program Services Director
Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director
Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator

Pat Cramer, Office Manager

Spokane Office
Susan Faltermeyer, Community Development Officer

Please consider
letting us send our
newsletter to you
by email.
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To email, type first name with @starlight-washington.org

Brightening the lives of seriously ill children and their families . . . through your help.

Thank you!

Name

Email

Address

City/state/zip

Day phone Evening phone
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Enclosed is a gift of $ (payable to Starlight)
Please send information about volunteering
Please sign up for golf ($250/player)

Please send information about the Fashion First fashion show

Card #

Exp date /

Name on card

Billina address if different



