
 

What’s Happening! 
 

Chapter Staff 
Steve McGraw, Executive Director 

Erin Behen, Program Services Director 
Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director 
Ann Haven, Special Events Coordinator 

Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator 
Margaux Ramos, Marketing Manager 

Stefany Peterson, Office Manager 

Spokane Office 
Paige McKee, Program Coordinator 

Susan Faltermeyer, Development Officer 
 

To email staff, type first name with  
@starlight-washington.org 

 
 
 

We help seriously ill children and their families  
cope with their pain, fear and isolation  

through entertainment, education and family activities.  
 

Chapter Office:  4536 150th Avenue NE, Redmond WA 98052 
425-861-7827 ~ 866-236-6379 ~ 425-883-9023 fax  

Spokane Office: 101 West 8th Avenue, Suite E361, Spokane WA 99220  
509-474-2820 ~ 509-474-2840 fax 

  

www. starlight-washington.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Are Our Lifeline! 
 

How do 6.5 staff serve over 6,000 Starlight kids and families each 
ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÓÔÁÔÅ×ÉÄÅȩ 4ÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ȰÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȱȦ 
 

Hospital Happenings parties in the next few months include 
(ÏÌÌÙ×ÏÏÄ 6ÉÄÅÏȭÓ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÍÏÖÉÅ ÎÉÇÈÔÓȟ 'ÁÍÅ #ÒÁÚÙȭÓ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÇÁÍÅ 
nights, Healing Paws, special theme parties, plus ongoing hospital gift 
bags. 
 

Great Escapes has several community events planned, including 
sporting events, family suppers in area restaurants, a teen bowling 
party, a movie premiere, and a whole lot more. 
 

We also invite your participation in building our Starbright World®, 
PC Pal, and Fun Center programs.   
 

Volunteer opportunities  abound for web design, graphics, data 
processing, event committees (golf, luncheon, auction, and more), 
mailings, warehouse, board of directors, marketing committee . . . . 

 

Please volunteer! 
 

Please contact tami@starlight-washington.org 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  
²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΗ Each month, more than 6,000 seriously ill children and their families in Washington are 
touched by Starlight, whether at a Great Escape community event or a Hospital Happenings party, enjoying 
Starlight Fun Centers or PC Pals laptops, or participating with Starbright World activities. Photos 
counterclockwise from upper right: 5th annual Teen Formal evening in April in Issaquah; Spokane Valentine 
Party; Pierce County teens at bowling; and Mobius /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ cake-decorating party in Spokane. 
Starlight partners with more than 90 pediatric hospitals and agencies statewide. 
 

Starlight is a 501c3 charity 
Federal ID #91-1558287 

mailto:tami@starlight-washington.org
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        A highlight of our 2008 program  
year is the growth of our eastern 
Washington services to children and 
families! Our two staff members at our 
 donated office at  Sacred Heart #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ 
significantly contribute to our success in growing our 
monthly programming for both Hospital Happenings and 
Great Escapes throughout the Spokane area. 
 

     OveÒÁÌÌȟ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒȭÓ growth in statewide services   
 is impressive: 
    Hospital Happenings : 296 events, 11,274 children 
    Great Escapes: 231 events, 7,687 children and families 
    Fun Centers in hospitals: another 4, now totaling 176 
    PC Pals in hospitals: another 18, now totaling 50 
    New toys, books, and games donated: over 102,000 
Spokane area growth in hospital parties is 178%, with 
kids and families community events growing by 189%!  
 

     We welcomed new officers  of our Board of Directors  
for our new program year April 1st: 
 

John Sanders, President 
Hollywood Video 

 

Pat Sundgren, Vice President 
U.S. Bank 

 

Len Hagen, Secretary 
Regence BlueShield 

 

Laird Vanetta, Treasurer 
Tremper & Company, LLC 

 

Michelle Worden, Immediate Past President 
EvergreenBank 

 

      Please join us at our 4th annual Golf Classic & Auction 
coming up Monday, August 25th, at The Golf Club at 
.Å×ÃÁÓÔÌÅȭÓ #ÈÉÎÁ #ÒÅÅË ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ  
 

     $296.14?! )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÆÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÅÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 
having a guest join for reception, dinner and auctions!   
 

Our golf co-chairs*: 
Sonny Sixkiller, #6 Huskies 

Jack Thompson, #14 Cougars 
 

     

       * famed collegiate quarterbacks 
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From the desk of Washington Chapter’s 
Executive Director, Steve McGraw 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Meet Amazing Andrina! 
 

     Meet Andrina MacDonald,  
now 11, who has survived  
phenomenal odds to become  the articulate, sweet, smart, 
and sociable young lady she is today! 
 

     Born 13 weeks early, Andrina weighed just 1.75 pounds. 
As a result of complications from her prematurity, she has 
spasticity, necessitating weekly physical therapy. 
 

     Andrina had projectile vomiting until she was four years 
old. Fortunately, she outgrew those eating problems, but 
she continues to have a sensitive gag reflux. Andrina also 
had bilateral urinary reflux whereby her urine backed up 
into her kidneys because the tubes between her bladder 
and her kidneys were too short. As a result, she took daily 
antibiotics to prevent infection. Along the way, she 
developed infections as her body became resistant to the 
antibiotic or a new infection occurred, resulting in many 
trips to the emergency room. 
 

     In October, Andrina had tendon-lengthening surgery, and 
then had to wear full leg casts on both legs for six weeks, 
followed by months of physical therapy. Five months earlier 
she had a Baclofen pump implanted in her abdomen: a 
catheter from the pump loops to her spine to deliver the 
liquid Baclofen to relax her spastic muscles. 
 

     The MacDonald family has enjoyed many activities and 
outings with Starlight over the years, from getting together 
with other families at Starlight-sponsored events to 
attending live theater productions at the Paramount. 
 

      ȰOur family has also supported Starlight by participating 
ÉÎ Ȭ3ÔÁÒÌÉÇÈÔ 7ÁÌËÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
Oscar Night® party hosted by Starlight in February. Yet, our 
greatest benefit is having the opportunity to meet other 
families who are also having medical issues impacting their 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟȱ ÎÏÔÅÓ 3ÁÎÄÒÁ -ÁÃ$ÏÎÁÌÄȟ !ÎÄÒÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÏÍȢ 
 

Photos: Andrina was our featured speaker at our Oscar party, 
shown here with her parents, Perry and Sandra. The young lady in 
blue is Andrina just minutes prior to surgery. The infant is Andrina 
ÁÔ Ô×Ï ÄÁÙÓ ÏÌÄȠ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÈÅÒ ÓÉÚÅ ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÄÁÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄȢ 

Starlight helps seriously ill children and their families cope  
with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities.  

 

 

$296.14  

 

 


