Starlight Thanks Boeing’s “Thank You” Fund!

The Rathke family submitted a letter to Boeing’s Community Fund this Spring
to encourage a grant to Starlight in recognition of the care and support for their
family of fragile foster children, and won $2,000 for Starlight!

“Starlight has provided our family with amazing support and assistance
through their Great Escapes program. Our 13-year-old daughter, Miranda, is
medically fragile with a limited life expectancy. Her needs pull a large portion of
our resources, leaving us and the other children in our home a bit “short
changed.” Great Escapes provides us with tons of social opportunities to take the
kids out for fun activities, letting us be a “normal” family.

“It is very rewarding to meet and bond with other families who are in our
similar situation. They have opened their toy warehouse and invite us to shop
generously for all the children in our home during spring and summer. Christmas
and birthdays are truly enjoyable, as so much emotional and financial stress has
been removed.

“Getting our kids to the mall for a traditional Santa photo has become
impossible. A Starlight Santa makes visits to our home!

“We eagerly check the Great Escapes activity schedule daily. These wonderful
distractions give all of our family members opportunities to do things we would
not have the time to organize or afford on our own. Being a part of Starlight has
definitely added quality to our family life. We truly appreciate everything they do
for us and others in our community.” - Linda & Larry Rathke

Note: “Santa for Starlight”, now in its 4th year, is a volunteer-led fundraiser program

led by Head Santa Rich Pochman. A total 20 Santa volunteers make visits to
businesses and homes during December, with pricing beginning at $65 for 30
minutes. We welcome more Santa volunteers and more parties to attend! Call Joyce
for details!

(Starlight families receive free visits from Santa as part of the Starlight program.)

Starlight Golf Classic & Auction

The Golf Club at Newcastle The Westin Seattle
China Creek Course Molly Shen
Mondav. Aueust 25 KOMO 4 Television
Y g Master of Ceremonies
9:00 a.m. Registration, Driving Range

Tuesday, October 14

11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Putting Contest, Lunch
12:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Shotgun Start

Dinner, Awards and Live
Auction

Sponsor today!
Reserve your spot today! P Y

Plaver Price: $296. 14

425.861-7827 ext. 107

ann@starlight-washington.org

Starlight Annual Luncheon

Host a Table, Reserve a Seat or

Rathke Family Photo: Miranda knows
Santa and smiles happily!

Emerald Legacy Concert

The Bing Crosby Theater
Spokane
Saturday, November 29
5:30 — 7 p.m. VIP seating at the
concert and admission to Wine and
Small Bite Tasting with a silent
auction. Ticket price $50

7 p-m. Concert featuring the Greater
O’ Neil Family. T
Reserve a Seat or Sponsor
today!
509.995.0962

susan@starlight-washington.org
www.starlight-washington.org

Oscar Night® America
The Triple Door, Seattle

Sunday, February 22

81th Annual
Academy Awards® Telecast

3:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

Reserve a Seat or Sponsor
today!
Tickets: $150 per person

www.starlightwashington.org
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We help seriously ill children and their families
cope with their pain, fear and isolation
through entertainment, education and family acti  vities.

Redmond Office: 4536 150th Avenue NE, Redmond WA 98052
425-861-7827 ~ 866-236-6379 ~ 425-883-9023 fax

Spokane Office: 3920 East 56th Avenue Suite 5, Spokane WA 99223
509-474-2820 ~ 509-474-2840 fax

www. starlight-washington.org

/

Redmond Office

Steve McGraw, Executive Director
Erin Behen, Program Services Director
Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director
Ann Haven, Special Events Coordinator
Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator
Margaux Ramos, Marketing Manager

Spokane Office
Susan Faltermeyer, Development Officer

To email staff, type first name with
@starlight-washington.org

--------------------- please clip and mail, or fax to 425-883-9023
Please consider Starlight in a gift that gives on giving!

Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, Mother/Father’s Day, holidays, special thanks, tributes, memorials - a gift to
Starlight in your honoree’s name will mean much to many - donor, honoree, and the seriously ill children we serve.

Donor name Honoree’s name

Address Address
City/State/Zip City/State/Zip
Email Occasion

Phone Special message?
Enclosed is my gift: $ __ (please make checks payable to Starlight)

Please charge my credit card: Visa__, MasterCard __, AmEx __

Card # Exp.___/

Please provide billing address if differs from above address:



mailto:ann@starlight-washington.org
http://www.starlight-washington.org/
mailto:susan@starlight-washington.org
mailto:ann@starlight-washington.org
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From the desk of Wash
Executive Director, Steve McGraw

We welcomed four new board
members during the past three months,
and we're thrilled with their enthusiasm )
and community connections: business r i
owners Daniel Bigbee of Capability "‘ tf‘
Healthcare, David Hamilton of Delivery
Express, and Alida Shrack of Goose Pub & Eatery, and media
professional, KOMO TV anchor Molly Shen.

We are moving ahead in developing a board of trustees ,
which may be more aptly named “advocates”, to include
individual business and community leaders.

Several Hospital Happening s around the state this past
month have included both “Welcome to the Jungle” theme
parties in hospitals and "Party in a Bag” with a 4th of July
theme for one-on-one pediatric patients.

The popular Great Escapescommunity events for
Starlight kids with their parents and siblings have been
varying from sailing with the Mallory Todd, Spokane Cheer
Camp, popular “Starlight Suppers” at Chuck E. Cheese and
other kid-friendly restaurants, zoos, and lots more.

The big news with our staff is our office mo ve this
summer. Our Redmond Office is in the process of moving a
half block to the north after 15 years in our “4536” location.
We are most thankful that Nintendo is continuing to
provide Starlight’s office and warehouse facilities. Please
note our Spokane office, donated by Scared Heart Children’s
Hospital, has a new mailing address.

We are thrilled to report significant financial support
from foundations during the past three months, with over
$89,000 received in grants from Baker, Costco,
drugstore.com, Florence Kilworth, Rotary Clubs in Spokane
and Tacoma, Wal-Mart, Wockner, and our national
headquarters.

Special events to raise friends and funds for Starlight:
Fashion First (fashion show) ~ August 7t
Starlight Golf Classic & Auction ~ August 25th
Starlight Annual Luncheon ~ October 14t
Emerald Legacy Concert ~ November 29th
A large portion of our success depends on the generosity of
our donors. Several sponsorship opportunities are available

for businesses wanting to be our “Brightest Stars”!

Please consider designating your workplace giving to
Starlight - Washington during your annual workplace
campaign this Summer and Fall.

We are very thankful for the Starlight families and
volunteers who have setup OAT 1T T O thrdughKicsd
Giving to encourage financial support of our Great Escapes
activities, especially during these Summer months. Please
visit our website to see how you, too, can support Starlight
through a donor page to forward to family and friends
(www.starlight-washington.org). Thank you for all you do!

Volunteers Are Our Lifel!
Amazingly, 267 individuals contributed over 1,240
hours of volunteer service during the past three months!
Biggest activity was “program services”, of course, with
196 volunteers and over 881 hours. One volunteer,
“James”, donated over 175 hours in the past four months
to oversee organizing the toy warehouse, with groups
from Starbucks, Microsoft, Auto Trader, V.0.I.C.E., Skagit
Valley Hospital, and At Work, plus many individual
volunteers. Thank you to so many wonderful people!

Please volunteer!

- Meet A Charmer: Cameron!

Cameron was born happy and healthy in April, 2000.
When he was 20 months, we noticed his cry changed to
uncontrollable. He began to throw up when he was eating or
sleeping. He was a very active boy who loved to run, but at
two, we noticed he began to drag his left foot. We got many
reasons for all of his symptoms.

At his two-year well baby check, he was “perfect”. The
symptoms he was experiencing were dismissed as a tantrum.
His throwing up was a teething issue or a sensitive tummy.

Within two months, he could no longer sit up by himself.
He started to have tremors down his left side. A CT Scan
showed a lemon-sized tumor attached to his brain stem. He
was given steroids to help shrink his tumor. On the fifth day,
he had 12.5-hour surgery to remove the brain tumor. After
surgery, he could not move and had lost the ability to talk. He
had many complications before he could start chemo and
radiation. He relapsed three months out of treatment with
two new tumors: one responded to treatment, the other did
not. We were given three options: no treatment, continue the
treatment that was not working, or a stem cell transplant.

At age four, Cameron had his transplant. With it came high
doses of chemo and six more weeks of radiation.

Now eight, Cameron still has many side affects from the
treatment, and four therapy appointments a week. In the last
eight months, he has started to walk without a walker. He still
gets off balance easily. He has a great amount of hearing loss
from the treatments. He wears hearing aids in both ears and
uses an FM system at school. His speech is also impaired so
he goes to speech therapy as well.

Even with all of this, I still have my sunshine that makes me
smile every single day!

As thankful as [ am for all the medical treatment and staff
that have helped us, [ am just as thankful to Starlight.
Starlight gives Cameron a chance at a “normal” childhood.
Starlight made sure that Cameron has things to do and that
he does not feel like an outcast. The same goes for all those
days and nights in the hospital, from having movies to watch,
video games to play, a toy to put a smile on a stressed little
boy’s face. I thank Starlight for making Cameron’s eight years
as much fun as possible. I know we have a ways to go but I
also know that Starlight will be right there with us.

Thank you Starlight, Jessica Boyd

A lot has happened in Cameron’s short life. He is a happy,
cheerful, and full of spunk little boy, and loved and cared for by
hundreds of admirers (at right with his Mom and Dad.)



