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I am very happy to announce that our Starlight chapter 

continues among the top performing charities nationally, and 

has been recognized for our third annual 4-star rating with the 

premiere charity watchdog, Charity Navigator. 
 

As you know, we have reduced expenses and staffing as a 

necessary reactive strategy to the economic slowdown.  

Thankfully, we have many volunteers and interns who are 

hands-on assisting our staff in program services, fundraising, 

marketing, and office support. We are very grateful for their 

support, especially at this time. 
 

We are continuing to focus on our goals of networking, and 

asking everyone connected to Starlight to reach out to 

individuals, employee groups, and businesses and invite them 

to learn more about Starlight. I would very much like to present 

our Starlight story in lunchtime presentations to employees and 

one-to-one meetings with business and community leaders. 
 

We are also extremely grateful in receiving generous 

foundation support over the past three months, including 

Bellevue Rotary, CFO Selections, Union Pacific, Puyallup Tribe 

of Indians, QFC Kroger, Tacoma Rotary, Wockner, Norcliffe, 

and Elizabeth A. Lynn. We realize that many funding sources 

have tightened their giving this past year so we are honored to 

be recognized for the amazing important work we do. 
 

We also want to acknowledge the significant contributions from 

Nintendo of America, which continues to provide our offices 

and warehouse and partner with us in many ways. 
 

We sincerely appreciate your personal support of Starlight. 

Please consider designating your workplace giving to Starlight.  
 

It is always a team effort to achieve worthwhile goals and 

missions. Thank you for your part! 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

Starlight helps seriously ill children and their families 

cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. 

 

 

From the desk  

of Washington Chapter’s  

Executive Director, Steve McGraw 

 

 

Note: The pineal gland is part of the endocrine system and 

located near the center of the brain 
 

Michael was diagnosed in 2004. He had surgery for a drain 

tube two days later and a craniotomy the next day, 

spending two weeks in the hospital on steroids during 

which time we were told numerous different things about 

the seriousness of his condition.   
 

Michael was discharged from the hospital in a wheelchair 

because he had lost the muscle control of his eyes and he 

could not move his legs very well. We signed for an 

experimental study program for his tumor since the type he 

has is not usually found in children who are 10 years of 

age; Pinealblastoma is more often found in adult males and 

with a very poor prognosis.   
 

Michael was hospitalized during his chemo and radiation 

treatments because he could not eat and was losing too 

much weight. He was given IV food supplements because 

he kept throwing up his nasal feeding tube. He also 

suffered from third degree burns on his face, ears, throat 

and head from the treatments. We had to fight with the 

hospital to get proper treatment and care for Michael. He 

started to slip and we were so worried about his care that 

we decided to move to Washington for better treatment and 

for family support.   
 

Michael still has a small tumor left and experiences 

epileptic seizures. He has brain damage. He has physical 

therapy for muscular atrophy and a muscle disease. He 

also has double vision and osteoporosis. He is on growth 

hormones. We learn new side effects every time we go for 

a medical visit.   
 

We worry about our other children, how they are doing with 

all the attention going to Michael, and we worry about 

Michael who, as bright and mature as he is, is also a very 

scared little boy who has a lot of emotional issues.   
    

Starlight has been a wonderful place for us to forget and 

have fun. Michael has enjoyed the Starlight Fun Center 

during his many hospital visits. Without this distraction, his 

days would have been filled with pain, fear, loneliness and 

boredom, especially when he was in isolation.  
 

Starlight has also helped our family to have fun again. 

Thanks to Starlight, our family can take our kids to fun 

places. They have given toys to our children and have 

helped us as a family. They have put many smiles on my 

children's faces and for that I am truly thankful.  
 

- Jennifer, Michaelôs mom, Puyallup 

 

 

A Mother’s Story: 

 

Michael Windmueller, 16 
 

Diagnosis: Pinealblastoma  

at age 10 

 

Great Escapes for our Starlight families are the greatest out-

of-hospital activity to add normalcy to their lives, to be a ñfamilyò 

and enjoy an outing together. Virginia Mason Foundation 

donated 24 tickets recently for families to attend a Sounders 

game and sit in a Club Suite. Standing at right is Starlight board 

member Chris Baldwin who served as the event ñhostò.  



 

 

 

 

Redmond Office: 425-861-7827 ~ 425-883-9023 fax 

5001 150th Avenue NE 

P.O. Box 777, Redmond WA 98073 
 

Spokane Office: 509-474-2820 

2910 East 57
th
 Avenue Suite 5 

Spokane WA 99223 
 

www. starlight-washington.org ~ 1-866-236-6379  

Starlight is a 501c3 Charity. Federal ID# 91-1558287 
 

Redmond Office 

Steve McGraw, Executive Director 

Erin Behen, Program Services Director 

Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director 

Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator 

Pat Cramer, Office Manager 
 

Spokane Office 

Susan Faltermeyer, Community Development Officer 
 

To email: type first name with @starlight-washington.org 
 

To donate online:  

www.starlight-washington.org/washington/summer2009  

 

 

 

Brightening the lives of seriously ill children and their families . . . through your help. Thank you! 

Name _____________________________________________        

Email ___________________________________________             

Address __________________________________________         

City/state/zip _____________________________________________          

Day phone _____________________   Evening phone _______________________          

   Card # _____________________________________________________ Exp date ____/____ 

   Name on card ________________________________________________________________ 

   Billing address if different _______________________________________________________ 

 

We are grateful for our donors, corporate 

partners, and many volunteers and interns who 

support Starlight in so many ways! 

Please join us: 

Thursday, Sep. 17th 
Fashion show, auctions, 

entertainers and more! 

 

 

Starlight Luncheon 

Tuesday, Oct.  27th 
   Honoring Kathi Goertzen 

 

 
 
 

 

Santa for Starlight 

Nov. 27thï Dec. 24th 

(Visits to your home or workplace) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

o Enclosed is a gift of $________ (payable to Starlight) 
 

o Please send information about volunteering 
 

o Please send information about the Fashion First fashion show (9/17) 
 

o Please sign up  ____ for the Starlight Luncheon (10/27) 
 

 

 

  

    

 

 

Please let us send our newsletter to you by email. 

Call Pat: 425-861-7827 ext. 100  

or email pat@starlight-washington.org 

 

 

Ashlynn (with scarf) and the Lautermilch family at a 

Spokane Great Escape in July. 

 
 What is more exciting than Christmas!   
      

     On July 9th, Disney Studios brought Christmas to 

{ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ  ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ ! 

Christmas Carolέ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ WƛƳ /ŀǊǊŜȅΣ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 

theaters Nov. 6th in Disney Digital 3D and IMAX 3D. 

     Thanks to a special invitation from  KXLY Television, 

{ǇƻƪŀƴŜΩǎ {ǘŀrlight families were  included in a ribbon-

cutting ceremony and a special tour of the Christmas 

train, featuring authentic artifacts from the Charles 

Dickens Museum of London; artwork, costumes and 

props from the film; and a chance to morph their faces 

intƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ 

     The Lautermilch family, pictured above, has been 

ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀȅ нллс ǿƘŜƴ  their 

daughter Ashlynn was diagnosed with Neuroblastoma. 

We have followed this incredible 11-ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ 

complete with remission and a big setback in January 

2009 with the disease in her bones. 

     Ashlynn has responded well to chemo and all recent 

CT scans indicate that the cancer in her arm and along 

her spine and bone marrow are clean of cancer!   

     άL Ŏŀƴϥǘ ŜǾŜn begin to explain the strength, the 

courage, the power to take on such a huge fight and 

fight all the way to victory without giving up like 

Ashlynn does.  She is without a doubt the most 

amazing, strong, powerful girl I have met. She touches 

so many peoplŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

true inspiration to many!! God really does have major 

and special plans for this little girl, and we are all sitting 

by supporting and cheering Ashlynn on along the way 

watching her and God's work in complete joy and 

amazement. Not once but twice now Ashlynn has made 

it through this incredible journey and come out on the 

ƎƻƻŘκǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜΦέ     - Lisa, !ǎƘƭȅƴƴΩǎ aƻƳΣ  {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - please clip and mail, or fax to 425-883-9023 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 

 

A portion of the Realtorôs 

commission to Starlight upon 

buying or selling your home! 

 

http://www.starlight-washington.org/washington/summer2009

