
 

Starlight-Washington is Now Starlight Childrenõs Foundation Northwest! 

Starlight-Northwest Advances a New Service for Hospitals 
Last year we shared a new service we are developing to offer to 

hospitals with pediatrics, our new Child Life staffing service. We 

have made much progress since then.  
 

Child Life Specialists are degreed and professionally certified 

members of the healthcare team in many pediatric hospitals.  

They play an important role to help pediatric patients and their 

families understand their medical condition and treatments in 

ways that are age appropriate, they use education and play  

therapy,  and they help to reduce stress of both the child and  

family pre and post medical treatments. They improve the  

medical experience of the child and family and help the doctors 

and medical caregivers be more effective. 
 

Unlike nursing services, there has previously been no temporary 

child life staffing service available to hospitals and clinics.   

Hospitals with fewer pediatric beds cannot justify the in-house 

permanent child life positions and the larger hospitals that have in-

house child life specialists are often hard-pressed when their staff 

goes on leave or when pediatric beds fill up.   
 

A temporary staffing service of child life specialists is a solution to 

all these situations and an opportunity for Starlight to advance itsô 

mission and serve more ill children and their families.   
 

Starlight-Northwest recently launched the Starlight Child Life  

Staffing Service. It is managed by our Program and Child Life 

Services Director, Erin Behen.  Erin is a certified Child Life  

Specialist and has Masters Degrees in Child Life and Child  

Development.   
 

We have a pool of over twenty child life specialists who are 

available for temporary placements.  In just the last couple of 

months we have secured contracts for our temporary staffing 

service with Swedish Medical Center and Evergreen Medical 

Center, adding to our contract with Sacred Heart Childrenôs 

Hospital in Spokane.  We are approaching other hospitals and 

clinics around the state and now into Oregon. 

Starlight Childrenôs Foundation of Washingtonôs shoes got a little 
bigger in April. The Starlight international office, now global office, 
has a new CEO, Jacqueline Hart-Ibrahim. The new leadership in 
our global office is restructuring the organization with the goal of 
more effective use of resources. One change was to move the 
management of Starlight family services to the local level. 
 
For four years, the Starlight global office has maintained a part-
time staff person in Portland, Oregon to provide Great Escapes to 
Starlight families. Our chapter was recently approached to take 
over operations in Oregon.  The intention was to grow Starlightôs 
programs in Oregon and reach more families in need with our 
support.  Our chapter Board of Directors unanimously agreed to 
incorporate Oregon into our chapter service areas. 
 
As a result of this expansion, our chapter Board of Directors also 

decided to change the chapterôs name to Starlight Childrenôs 

Foundation Northwest. 

The Starlight Childrenôs Foundation helps seriously ill children and their families cope with their pain, fear,  

and isolation through entertainment, education, and family activities.  

There are currently over one hundred Starlight families in  
Portland, Oregon.  Starlight-Northwest will plan and provide 
Great Escapes events without disruption to these families.  
Over time our chapter will reach out to individuals and  
businesses in Portland to build a base of financial and in-kind 
support for our Starlight programs and services in the region. 
Our chapter has already contacted area hospitals in Portland to 
begin making them aware of Starlightôs hospital based pro-
grams and to encourage family referrals to Starlight. 
 
All of us at Starlight-Northwest are excited about playing a  
leadership role that will result in more families with seriously ill 
children receiving Starlightôs support.  If you know people and 
businesses in Portland who may be interested in getting in-
volved with Starlight and helping support our efforts in this  
region, please contact me. 
 
Steve McGraw 

SPRING 2011 

Starlightôs Program and Child Life Services Director, Erin Behen,  
is pictured above, bottom left.  
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Thank you volunteers! 
 

We would like to extend a very special thank you to the 521 volunteers, who over the past year, 

have offered Starlight more than 6745 hours of support.  
 

Program volunteers and interns hosted Great Escapes throughout the region and spent months 

planning our teen prom, Valentine's dance, and Trick or Suite events. Community, business 

groups, and students donated and collected thousands of toys and worked in our warehouse to 

get them ready for local hospitals. Our development volunteers and interns supported our fund-

raising efforts including our Annual Luncheon, Santa for Starlight Program, and Oscar® Night 

Gala. Daily office volunteers made it possible for our small staff to continue to provide services 

to a growing number of Starlight families. 

 

We are grateful for your support. Without it, our work would not be possible. Thank you for all 

that you do for Starlight and for the families we serve! 

 

 

Starlight Childrenõs Foundation Northwest is dependent on the support of a large  
number of  foundations, corporations, and individuals. There are many  
opportunities to make a difference:  
 
¶ Individual and corporate contributions. 
¶ Designate your workplace giving to Starlight. 
¶ Employer matchesñask you employer if  they have a matching program. 
¶ Planned Gifts. 
¶ VolunteersñWe welcome anyone who can spare time to help out, in the office, 

at a Great Escapes event, or by helping us plan our special fundraising events. 
 
Phone us at 425-861-7827 or visit us online at www.starlight-northwest.org for 
more ways to support Starlight.  
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Starlight Children's Foundation hosts hottest Oscar 
Night® event in Washington State!  

 

On Sunday, February 27, 2011, 250 guests joined Starlight Children's 

Foundation at The Fairmont Olympic Hotel for the only Oscar Night® 

party in Washington that is sanctioned by the Academy of Motion  

Picture Arts and Sciences. 
 

Guests of Starlight's Oscar Night® America Gala viewed the Oscars® 

live telecast from the best seats in town and experienced an evening to 

remember. 
 

This black-tie event offered the glitz and excitement of the 83rd Annual 

Academy Awards live telecast complete with a red-carpet event with 

live music, an open bar with signature cocktails, red carpet photo-

graphs and interviews, and a silent auction; a live auction with celebrity 

auctioneer, Pat Cashman; a five-star dinner by the renowned chefs of 

The Fairmont Olympic Hotel; and a program featuring guest speaker 

and Starlight Mom, Courtney Fagan, whose story provided moving 

insight into the critical impact of Starlight's programs. The evening 

raised nearly $150,000 to support the critical work of Starlight   

Children's Foundation Northwest. 
 

Thank you to all of our generous event sponsors, partners, donors, and 

guests. You made this event a smashing success! We deeply  

appreciate your support and will put it to excellent use! 
 

Thank you to the following guests who raised their  
paddle to support Starlight!  

Photos from our Oscar Night® Gala 
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Great Wolf Lodge Family Valentineõs Dance 
- Starlight Families Get Their Groove On! 

From endless dancing and up-beat, party music to creative 

activities and close-knit gatherings, it was a picture perfect and  

heart-warming dance for the Starlight children and families 

who attended our February 11th Valentineôs Dance at the 

magnificent water park, The Great Wolf Lodge, in Grand 

Mound, WA. Starlight Families were given an opportunity to 

get away from their medical concerns and dance the night 

away! Icing on the cake was enjoying two fun-filled days at the 

water park! This event was the first of its kind and a huge  

success, with a total of 160 attendees.  

 

The bright Valentineôs d®cor supplied a fun and exciting  

environment and our fantastic and energetic  DJ, Adam  

Campagna, who donated his time to this event, provided lively 

music that instantly welcomed the children and families and 

inspired them to get their groove on. He displayed such a  

fantastic show that it was hard to not be drawn to the dance 

floor. One participant remarked, ñIôve never seen so many  

parents dancing! ñ 

 

This fabulous family getaway also featured fun craft activities 

and even a mini photo booth to capture the magical memories.  

 

The crafts table was staffed by Starlightôs dedicated volunteers 

and interns who happily helped the children with many  

fantastic creations including ñBelovedò necklaces and earrings 

that were adored by many of the Starlight families. Special 

thanks to Park Lane Jewelers for this thoughtful donation.  

 

The 2011 Valentineôs Dance was a special night that medically 

fragile children and their families will never forget. Thank you 

to everyone who made this magical weekend possible! 

 

 

Page 4  STARLIGHT  NEWS SPRING  2011 

Dear Erin, 
 
Thank you so much for setting up the dance and the visit to 
the Great Wolf Lodge.  Aidan is still wearing his badge to-
day.  It was wonderful to get away from the regular grind and 
enjoy ourselves.  As you know, we took advantage of the date 
and also celebrated Aidan's birthday while we visited. Aidan 
was so excited to have "his people" with him.  Thank you 
again. 
 

Very truly yours, James Conlin 
  
P.S. Aidan just told me to tell you: "Thank you for letting me 
come.  I like being at the Great Wolf Lodge and I got fudge." 

Photos from our Valentineõs Dance at 
Great Wolf  Lodge 



Starlight Inland Northwest has invited kids and families to enjoy a 

variety of events over the past few months. Families had fun  

attending several Spokane Chiefs hockey games and cheered for 

the home team throughout this winter. Other Great Escape events 

included the chance to attend the Best of Broadway performance 

of Legally Blonde The Musical and a Monster Jam monster truck 

event at the Spokane Arena. 
 

This spring Starlight families will be able to watch local models 

compete at Spokane's Top Model competition and experience 

roller derby with the Lilac City Roller Girls. Tickets have also been 

donated to the upcoming Shrine Circus.  
 

This summer will have lots of fun events for families to choose 

from including tickets to baseball games, a luau, theater tickets, 

and a picnic at the park!  
 

Hospital Happenings and Starlight Snack will also be kicked into 

high gear at local hospitals for the kids who cannot make it out to 

our Great Escape Events. 
 

We have also been hard at work settling into our new office on 

Spokane's South Hill and things are really coming together!   

One major project has been sorting the mountain of toys donated 

this holiday season. We are excited to have the toy closet ready 

and available for kids, families, and our hospital partners. 

News from Starlight Inland Northwest 
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A Starlight Inland Northwest Family excited to attend a  
Great Escapes event. 

Save the DateñYou are invited to These  

Starlight Inland Northwest Events! 

The Starlight Inland Northwest office is very excited to share that 

their growing leadership council has planned several innovative 

and entertaining events for the coming months: 

¶ July 29-31, 2011, we are doing something new!  Hugoôs on 

the Hill is partnering with Starlight to have a fun filled week-

end that includes:  family bowling, a poker tournament, raffle 

and silent auction.  Hugoôs is committed to making this a long

-term relationship and we are thankful for their support. We 

hope you will be there! 

 
 

¶ Starlight will be the beneficiary of all Hole Sponsorships at the 

ñCookinô Classicò Golf Tournament on August 14, 2011 at the 

Wandermere Golf Course, in Spokane.  We are partnering in 

hole sponsorship sales and are looking forward to an annual 

partnership. Please join us! 

 

¶ We are looking forward to our first annual ñStarry Starlight 

Nightò wine tasting event.  We will have an array of wine and 

food pairings to enjoy, we will also be honoring our ñStarlight 

Citizenò of the year. 
 

Please contact Starlight Inland Northwestôs new Development 

Officer. Sheryl McGrath, at Sheryl@starlight-northwest.org  or 

509-321-0799 / 509-939-5673 for more information, to get in-

volved, or to attend these fabulous events. 
 

The support raised at these fun events will make a positive differ-

ence in the lives of seriously ill children and their families. To-

gether we are ñreaching for the stars!ò 

 

 

mailto:Sheryl@starlight-northwest.org
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the Ruby Room, she gets to pick out her prom dress and ac-

cessories and enjoy all of the excitement and glamour that any 

high school girl dreams about for her prom. 
 

After we brought Maria, Jessica, and Christina into our lives, 

we thought our family to be complete. These girls reminded us 

of what was most important in life, having a loving and con-

nected family. However, nine years ago, much to our surprise 

we were contacted by another adoption agency asking us if we 

would be willing to adopt identical twin boys.  The agency had 

planned to separate the boys because they had been born 

premature and had numerous medical conditions. One had 

more severe health challenges and the agency felt this would 

prevent him from being adopted. We knew we could provide 

them both with a loving home and jumped at the opportunity. 
 

After having just the weekend to get our lives ready, we 

brought home two-month old Jacob, the healthier twin. One 

month later, Joshua joined us.  
 

The twins are now nine years old, though developmentally 

they are closer to an average four-to-six-year-old.  They both 

have severe ADHD, significant developmental delays and 

other health challenges. Yet, even with these challenges our 

entire family feels very blessed to have them with us.   
 

Today our youngest biological child is in her 30ôs with children 

of her own. If we hadnôt adopted any children we would proba-

bly be care-free. But that wasnôt what we were looking for.  It 

feels like we were meant to take good care of these kids. Star-

light Childrenôs Foundation has helped us not only care for 

these children, but also offer them so many wonderful opportu-

nities that have helped them thrive.   
 

We first learned about Starlight in 1995 when Jessica was nine 
years old and going in for heart surgery.  At that time we ap-
preciated the Fun Centers that Starlight had thoughtfully pro-
vided our local hospital.  These helped distract Jessica from 
her pain and from being upset and bored by her hospital stay. 

My husband and I raised six biological children, three of whom 

had seizures when they were young.  
 

When my oldest child was grown, my husband and I decided to 

adopt a child with special needs. We felt that every child should 

have a chance at a happy life with a loving family and we felt we 

could provide that life.   
 

Initially, we anticipated adopting one child. Maria was our first 

adoption. She came into our lives at five days old. She had some 

disabilities including club feet, mild cerebral palsy, and learning 

disabilities. We immediately fell in love with this precious little girl 

and our other children embraced her and welcomed her into our 

home. We saw her thrive with our love and care and this made 

us realize we could do something to help other children as well.  
 

Just twenty months after bringing Maria into our lives, we learned 

of another little girl who needed a home, Jessica. She had a con-

dition we were not familiar with at the time, Downôs Syndrome. 

Her adoption agency was having a hard time finding a family for 

her.  My husband and I felt that we could be her family.  We 

adopted Jessica when she was five weeks old. On the day we 

were supposed to bring her home, we learned that she had been 

transferred to Seattle Childrenôs Hospital with congestive heart 

failure and that she might not make it through the day.  We did 

not let this stop us from bringing her into our lives. We moved 

forward with the adoption, feeling this little girl needed us.  
 

Jessica made it through the day and stabilized . At three months 

old, after two consecutive open heart surgeries, we were fortu-

nate to bring her home.  
 

We could see a never-ending ray of sunshine in this little girl. 

Despite her having many developmental challenges, she always 

had a smile. Her sweetness and humor were contagious. 
 

When Jessica was four years old we were approached by an-

other adoption agency about another little girl with Downôs Syn-

drome that needed a home, Christina. In addition to having 

Downôs Syndrome, she had been born with pneumonia and a 

heart defect which required heart surgery when she was six 

months old.  
 

Since bringing Christina into our lives she has had another heart 

surgery, has been diagnosed with Abdominal Malrotation that 

has required surgery to correct, has been diagnosed with Celiac 

Disease, and now has more heart trouble.  Her Aortic Valve is 

leaking and her heart is enlarging again, which will soon require 

surgery to correct.  However, even with this list of health chal-

lenges, Christina is a very special girl who loves life and em-

braces it. Now, in her Senior year at Gig Harbor High School, 

Christina was crowned homecoming princess. She loves many 

activities, but at the top of her list is dancing.  
 

Christina loves going to Starlight dances and some of the biggest 
highlights of her life have been the Starlight Proms she has at-
tended. In addition to the evening itself, she enjoys all of the fun 
Starlight makes possible leading up to it. Thanks to Starlight and  

A Starlight Family Story 

Marilyn and Erle Gale with four of their adoptive children, Jessica, 
Christina, Jacob, and Joshua.  
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Because of everything we have been through with our kids, the 

whole family has, in a way, grown up in Starlight.  In addition to 

the special needs of my adopted children, my oldest adopted 

daughter and my youngest biological daughter both have chil-

dren with severe disabilities who are now Starlight kids.  
 

Starlight has been amazing for the entire family.  We all love 

being able to go to museums, the zoo, movies, and plays and 

this would not be possible without Starlight.  When you are 

spending a lot of time and money travelling to doctor appoint-

ments, being in and out of the hospital, and covering all of the 

medical treatments, medication, and equipment necessary to 

care for kids with a serious illness, there arenôt many funds left 

over to do the fun activities we love as a family.  Because of 

Starlight we have a way to do the things that our family loves 

and that bring us together, but that we couldnôt have afforded on 

our own.  
 

We also love Starlight because everyone involved is so friendly. 

No one stares at your child or acts uncomfortable around them 

when they are at a Starlight function. We can just be.  Itôs hard 

to go into the general public with our family. At a Starlight func-

tion, we are with a group that is in a similar situation and that 

provides us with strength and support.   
 

Starlight has been the back bone of support for our family in so 

many ways.  When we get discouraged, as sometimes we do 

with five children with special needs, or have questions, or a 

need, Starlight always seems to be there for us and knows just 

how to help. Thank you Starlight!  - Marilyn Gale 

A Starlight Family Story (continued) 

Starlight Child, Christina Gale, ready to attend a Starlight Dance. 

Walgreens and Starlight-Northwest Team Up to 

Help Starlight Families 
 

Twenty-four Walgreens stores in Washington launched our  

Starlight Family-Needs Campaign over the Easter and Passover 

Holidays.   
 

Last holiday season Walgreens partnered with Starlight for a toy 

drive in their stores in Washington, Oregon, northern Idaho, and 

Alaska.  Many thousands of toys were donated by Walgreens 

customers.  Walgreens and their employees were so excited to 

help Starlight families that they wanted to do more. 

 

Starling with the Easter holiday, Walgreens will place displays in 

twenty-four of their stores to start, that will provide a list and sam-

ples of items that our Starlight families have indicated they need 

and can be found in Walgreen stores.  Our chapter has provided 

our newest Starlight video that will be played at each of these 

store displays.  Walgreens customers will be invited to purchase 

one or more items from this list and display while they are shop-

ping and then place these items in a Starlight donation box. 

 

Donated items will be picked up by Starlightôs delivery partner, 

Delivery Express and then brought to our Starlight office.  These 

items will then be sorted by each familyôs needs and then deliv-

ered to them.  We are very excited about this new and growing 

partnership with Walgreens.  Please visit your local Walgreens 

and if they are a participating store, buy and donate an item or 

two for our Starlight families. 

Look for these sign at your local Walgreens stores:  


