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We are so thankful! 
 

Starlight touches the lives of thousands of seriously ill children 

and their families each month throughout our state, not only in 

the hospitals, but in the community with Great Escapes 

adventures for the child and their families. And the families give 

back in appreciation, volunteering, and sharing their stories with 

each other and at our special events. 
 

We are most grateful for Courtney Fagan stepping up to be our 

first Skype speaker in September at our Fashion First event at 

Qwest Field Event Center, and again in October in person with 

her sons at our annual Starlight Luncheon. Amy Miller with two 

of her children gave us a glimpse of what Starlight means in 

their lives with so much focus otherwise on hospital stays for 

little Zac. And, board member Andrea Martini, also a Starlight 

Mom, once again brought forth the opportunities for siblings of 

Starlight kids, who are often overlooked in the family’s turmoil in 

supporting the sick child. Please read synopses of their family 

stories in this newsletter. 
 

We are also blessed* by individuals and businesses who have 

stepped up to help Starlight financially via cause-marketing and 

turnkey activities, including 

¶ Ocktoberfest poker tournaments at Microsoft 

¶ Goose Pub N Eatery raffle and “Star” sales 

¶ Realtors Rick and Joyce Miner and Marie Abbruzza 

choosing Starlight as their charity partners for sharing their 

real estate commissions through Coldwell Banker Bain 

¶ YTB travel to give you the best options for travel, hotels, 

car rentals, and much, much more 

¶ Celebrated Chefs and area restaurants giving 5% of a 

customer’s purchases to charity 

¶ Trans Siberian Orchestra Concert set for November 21
st
 at 

Key Arena, giving $1 per ticket sold to charity 

¶ “Santa” volunteers, for the 30
th
 year (!), giving their time to 

charity to make home and business holiday visits during 

December 

¶ California Pizza Kitchen in Tukwila giving 20% of a 

customer’s purchase to Starlight January 18
th
  when the 

customer brings in a flier (yellow flier on our website) 

¶ Piazza Sempione at the Bravern in Bellevue, providing 

10% of sales from its opening in October 

*Please visit our website: www.starlight-washington.org “How 

To Help” “Local Promotions”. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

From the desk  

of Washington Chapterôs  

Executive Director, Steve McGraw 

 

  

 

Holiday Opportunities:  

Starlightôs Toys, Books, & Games Drives 
 

¶ Safeway stores in King, Pierce, and Snohomish 

counties 11/27 – 12/19 

¶ Bellevue Square Mall  

¶ Select Starbucks stores 

¶ Microsoft Giving Tree 

Please consider having your own collections of new and 

unwrapped toys, books, and games at your workplace, 

social clubs, and churches/temples to benefit Starlight. We 

need year-round items. All toys are distributed to over 100 

hospitals and pediatric organizations statewide and directly 

to our Starlight families. Especially needed are infant and 

teen items. Thank you! 

Oscar Night® America!  

 
 

Starlight  helps seriously ill children and their families  

cope with their pain, fear and isolation  through entertainment, education and family activities.  

 

Save the Date! 

Sunday, March 7  ~ Snoqualmie  Casino Ballroom  

 The Fagan Family 

Courtney Fagan and her sons, Mason (12) at left and 

Christopher (10) at right in the top left photo, have much to 

be thankful about! Despite numerous brain surgeries since 

infancy, Chris has battled back and is an articulate young 

man of age 10, doing well in school.   
 

As Courtney summarizes quickly – baseball size tumor 

discovered at six months old, severe hydrocephalus, three 

more tumors at age one, six months of chemo, stem cell 

transplant, and “cured” by age 1 ½. Last summer came a 

diagnosis of an Aneurismal Bone Cyst. His most recent 

surgery was just a year ago to stabilize his neck. Chris 

continues with physical, speech, and occupational 

therapy, and has some vision problems, plus asthma.   
 

Courtney reports she greatly appreciates the Great 

Escapes events for the whole family to enjoy. Chris 

reports he most enjoys using the Starlight Fun Center 

when he’s hospitalized, especially with its new Wii game. 

system! 

 

California Pizza Kitchen recently hosted a Great Escape for 200 kids and volunteers at 

Woodland Park, which also included Molecular Mattôs science show. At right is Starry 

(AKA intern Victor Lucas) at the Qdoba store opening in Redmond ï funds raised will 

provide Fun Centers to Good Samaritan (Puyallup) and Sacred Heart (Spokane). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Redmond Office: 425-861-7827 ~ 425-883-9023 fax 

5001 150th Avenue NE #110 

Redmond WA 98052 
 

Spokane Office: 509-474-2820 

2910 East 57
th
 Avenue #5 

Spokane WA 99223 
 

www.starlight-washington.org ~ 1-866-236-6379  

Starlight is a 501c3 Charity. Federal ID# 91-1558287 
 

Redmond Office 

Steve McGraw, Executive Director 

Erin Behen, Program Services Director (on maternity leave) 

Katie Allen, Interim Program Services Director 

Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director 

Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator 

Pat Cramer, Office Manager 
 

Spokane Office 

Susan Faltermeyer, Community Development Officer 
 

To email: type first name with @starlight-washington.org 
 

To donate online:  

www.starlight-washington.org/washington/holidays2009  

 

Please let us send our newsletter to you by 

email. Call Pat: 425-861-7827 ext. 100  

or email pat@starlight-washington.org 

 Brightening the lives of seriously ill children and their families . . . through your help. Thank you! 

Name _____________________________________________        

Email ___________________________________________             

Address __________________________________________         

City/state/zip _____________________________________________          

Day phone _______________________   Evening phone _________________________          

   Card # _____________________________________________________ Exp date ____/____ 

   Name on card ________________________________________________________________ 

   Billing address if different _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

o Enclosed is a gift of $________ (payable to Starlight) 
 

o Please send information about volunteering 
 

o Please send information about Oscar Night® America (3/7/10) 
 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - please clip and mail, or fax to 425-883-9023 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

- 

 

 

Special thanks to Scott Stiven, Qdobaôs regional 

marketing specialist, shown with the Pearce family 

above, hosting the new Qdoba store opening in 

Redmond this fall, and to Steve Blair with SME Inc. 

of Seattle Electrical Contractors for the generous 

proceeds from its golf tournament at the Carnation 

Golf course, which has benefited Starlight. 

Starlight Luncheon 

Speakers This Fall 

 

The Miller Family at left 

The Martini Family at right 

At left, Amy Miller sitting with Zac, 

Audrey on right, Riley standing.  

At right, Andrea Martini with Alex 

on left, Nick on right. 

November 10
th
 is the 11th anniversary of when I heard the 

words: “I’m sorry, it’s leukemia.” By the time Alex turned 

six, she had endured almost as much time in the hospital 

as out, she had relapsed seven times and had two cord 

blood transplants. I know how devastating serious illness 

is to a family and how much it robs a child of their 

childhood. I know how important the lifeline that Starlight 

extends is and the difference it makes.   
 

Alex was four when Starlight gave us tickets to Beauty and 

the Beast. She sat motionless until the very end when her 

excitement couldn’t be contained and she screamed at the 

top of her little lungs, “Go Beast!” At this point, she was in 

the middle of treatment, had a very uncertain future, and 

this experience was a gift that I couldn’t have provided for 

her without Starlight. It’s a memory that we will both 

treasure forever. 

 

 

Zac, now six, was born with Kabuki Syndrome, but this 

has not stopped this lively Kindergarten boy from the joys 

of childhood, even with over five weeks of hospitalizations 

during the past 12 months: heart valve replacement twice, 

kidney removal, cellulitis, and other challenges.  
 

The Miller Family has also celebrated joy this year with a 

new marriage and the addition of two new teenagers to 

make a loving family. 
 

 

The family has enjoyed many Great Escapes over the 

years, including the annual “Trick or Suite” held at 

Embassy Suites in Tukwila in October, complete with a 

hosted overnight. 

   

http://www.starlight-washington.org/washington/holidays2009

