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	CONTACTS:

	
	Dana L. Cozby
Program Manager

Starlight Children’s Foundation 

(817) 266-3206

dana.cozby@starlight.org
	Melanie Parga

Communications Assistant
Starlight Children’s Foundation
(323) 556-3315
melanie.parga@starlight.org


**MEDIA: YOU ARE INVITED!!**
SPECIAL children TO HAVE ONE HAUNTING HALLOWEEN
Starlight Children’s Foundation and Southern Methodist University Students Host a Halloween Carnival and Drama Camp for Seriously Ill Children and Their Families
	WHAT:
	Starlight Children’s Foundation and 100 volunteer Mustangs from Southern Methodist University will create a Great Escape™ with some Halloween high jinks for more than 50 seriously ill children and their families. 

SMU’s Hughes-Trigg Student Center will be transformed into an eerie epicenter. Kids clad in playful costumes will meander through a box maze, create crafts and play games for prizes. Children, ages five to 11, will put on colorful animal costumes and stage makeup to attend a drama camp and demonstrate their newly unearthed talents during a dinner musical performance.  

Starlight hosts Great Escapes™ events at least once a month in about 30 cities in the U.S. to provide families with a chance to bond and recharge away from the hospital and medical treatments, while at the same time connecting them with others facing similar challenges, so that no one feels alone. In the state of Texas, the Great Escapes program is currently active in seven cities, serving more than 850 families.

	YOU ARE INVITED TO COME ALONG TO JOIN IN ON THE HALLOWEEN SPIRIT! SPEAK TO A LOCAL FAMILY AND STUDENT VOLUNTEERS TO HELP TELL THE STORY OF THIS WONDERFUL ESCAPE! 



	WHERE:


	Southern Methodist University

Hughes-Trigg Student Center

3140 Dyer Court

Dallas, TX 75275

	WHEN:


	Saturday, October 31, 2009

Halloween Carnival begins at 1 p.m.; 
Drama Camp begins at 12:30 p.m. with dinner theater at 5 p.m.  


About Starlight Children’s Foundation Texas

When a child or teenager has a serious medical condition, everyone in the family is affected. For 25 years, Starlight Children’s Foundation has been dedicated to helping seriously ill children and their families cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. Starlight’s programs have been proven to distract children from their pain, help them better understand and manage their illnesses, and connect families facing similar challenges so that no one feels alone. In Texas, Starlight serves more than 19,000 children and family members per month with an array of outpatient, hospital-based and Web offerings. Programs are also delivered through a network of chapters and offices in all U.S. states and Canadian provinces and internationally through affiliates in Australia, Japan and the United Kingdom. To learn more, visit www.starlight.org/texas.
For all other information, please contact Dana L. Cozby

at (817) 266-3206 or Dana.Cozby@starlight.org.
###

