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  * See Rewards Program terms for details.
** Subject to credit approval. To qualify for this offer, you must open a Dillard’s Credit Card or Dillard’s American Express® Card account and make $100 of net purchases (merchandise less tax, adjustments and returns) with your Dillard’s Credit Card or Dillard’s American Express Card at Dillard’s stores 

or dillards.com the same day you open your account. The 10% Welcome Shopping Pass will be sent to you in your first statement and is valid for 10% off all merchandise purchases up to $1,000 (maximum discount $100) made in-store or online at dillards.com on the day of your choice. Shopping 
Pass must be used by the expiration date printed on the pass. Employees, officers and directors of Dillard’s Inc. are not eligible for this offer.
The Dillard’s American Express® Card is issued and administered by GE Money Bank. American Express is a federally registered service mark of American Express and is used by GE Money Bank pursuant to a license.

Not a Dillard’s Cardmember? Open a new account today and receive a 10% Off All-Day Welcome Shopping Pass in your 1st statement when you spend $100 the day you open your account (maximum discount $100).** 

BOOTS WE LOVE!

Arturo Chiang
“Enchant”

$149

“Bailey Button,” $150

Gianni Bini
“Kai”

$149 Steve Madden
“Gammbble”

$109 BCBGIRLS
“Silk”

$9999 Volatile
“Rawhide”

$99

Jessica Simpson
“Tulip”

$198 Antonio Melani
“Sabrina”

$189 Born
“Lewisa”

$179 Mia
“Gelato”

$129 Steve Madden
“Cybul”

$99

“Cove,” $150

“Classic Cardy,” $140 “Classic Short,” $140
“Classic Tall,” $180

*

Earn rewards on every purchase to get 10% off All-Day Shopping Passes.*

SHOP TODAY 10 A.M. TO 9 P.M.

Call 1-800-345-5273 to fi nd a Dillard’s store near you.

A looming deadline to
file for a place on the bal-
lot of the upcoming elec-
tion means the political
season is under way.

Democratic Party
Chairman Sergio Mora
said with the Jan. 4 dead-
line approaching in less
than a month, candidates
should begin preparing
to file. 

“We encourage every-
one to start with the pro-
cess,” Mora said.

But the deadline also
means something for the
average citizen: It’s time
to start paying attention
to and learning about the
candidates running for
political office.

“The elections are
coming soon,” said Rep.
Richard Raymond, D-La-

redo. “Folks here need to
start paying attention to
the issues.”

This political season,
the Democratic primary
will occur on March 2.
Primary voting will be-
gin in February. 

To get listed on the bal-
lot, a candidate must ful-
fill certain requirements,
which differ depending
on the position the candi-
date is running for. 

The candidate must al-
so either pay a filing fee
or collect signatures. The
filing fee differs depend-
ing on the position. As
far as signatures are con-
cerned, the candidate
must collect at least 2
percent of the total peo-
ple who voted for that po-
sition in the region in the
last gubernatorial race. 

Mora said he wants to
see a “good, clean race.”

“There’s a lot of seri-
ous issues facing our
community,” Mora said.
The gravity of the elec-
tion is such that Mora be-
lieves smear tactics and
other dirty political
moves will harm the
community and discour-
age legitimate discus-
sion.

Mora’s Democratic
Party Precinct chair seat
will be empty. Mora said
the chairs are a great
place for younger people
interested in getting a
start in politics, as a way
of gaining experience
and also assisting the
Democratic Party.

Candidates can file in
the Elections Office at
the Webb County Admin-
istrative Building. 

(Zach Lindsey may be
reached at 728-2538 or
zach@lmtonline.com)

Election date near
By ZACH LINDSEY
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UISD approved $17.44
million worth of construc-
tion bonds with a supple-
mental coupon or interest
rate of 1.64 percent for ren-
ovation and maintenance
of district facilities.

The money will be in
United Independent School
District hands by Jan. 13. It
will be used for projects
such as electrical power,
heating, ventilation and air
conditioning upgrades at
area schools. Roofing and
flooring repairs can also be
paid for with the bonds.
The UISD Board of Trust-
ees has discussed provid-
ing funding to Salinas Ele-
mentary and United Mid-
dle schools, among others.

“This is a good use of
the stimulus money that’s
available to the school dis-
tricts,” said Juan Aguilera
of Escamilla and Poneck,
bond counsel for the trust-
ees.

The district will be re-
quired to begin quarterly
interest payments for the

money in March. 
The notes will mature in

2025. With the interest rate
of 1.64 percent, the total
debt service on the notes
will be about $20.5 million.

Besides the supplemen-
tal coupon, the tax credit
bonds carry a federal tax
credit rate of 5.97, but that
money will be paid by the
federal government.

The project fund for the
bonds is $17,345,000, but
with the cost of issuance,
$95,000, the total amount
becomes $17.44 million.

“Because this is a pri-
vate placement with Com-
pass Bank, there’s no addi-
tional fees or placement as-
sociated with the notes,”
said Jorge Garza of Estra-
da Hinojosa and Co.,
UISD’s financial adviser.

The notes are not sub-
ject to optional redemption,
meaning they cannot be
pre-paid ahead of time, ac-
cording to Garza. If the dis-
trict does not spend the
money in accordance with
federal guidelines, the
money can receive a man-
datory redemption. 

“It requires that your
staff authorize the expendi-
ture of the notes within
three years,” Garza told
the board. 

Board members said
that would not be a prob-
lem.

Currently, UISD is in rel-
atively good standing on its
credit rating with all three
major rating services.
Fitch gave UISD an A+,
Standard and Poor gave
the district an A, and
Moodys gave the district
an A3. 

(Zach Lindsey may be
reached at 728-2538 or
zach@lmtonline.com)

UISD OKs $17M in bonds
By ZACH LINDSEY 
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A SMILE AS BRIGHT AS STARLIGHT

Cuate Santos | Laredo Morning Times

Ximena Ordenez, 3,
center, holds the hand

of her brother, Luis, as
they join Sandra Duque

of Girl Scouts Troop
91043 in singing Christ-

mas carols Tuesday
night at Commerce

Bank. Ximena, who has
leukemia, was one of
16 local children and

their families treated to
a Winter Holiday Great

Escape by Commerce
Bank and the Starlight

Foundation.
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