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Last week, children un-
dergoing treatment at Lare-
do Medical Center had a
reason to smile more
brightly: Thanks to an on-
going partnership between
Women’s City Club and
Starlight Children’s Founda-
tion, a new Starlight Fun
Center mobile-entertain-
ment unit was unveiled at
the hospital for its pediatric
patients. 

For children who may be
facing surgery, enduring
long outpatient treatments
or fighting loneliness after
hospital visiting hours have
ended, Fun Centers provide
a comforting break. Each
Fun Center features an
LCD TV, DVD player and
Nintendo Wii gaming sys-
tem to provide hours of fun
and distraction.

“When a child is diag-
nosed with a serious illness,
the day-to-day joys of child-
hood take a back seat to the
rigors of treatment and hos-
pitalization,” said Mark
Ford, Starlight Community
Development officer. “Our
Fun Centers help ease the
isolation and fear children
often experience while in
the hospital. We’re proud to

join Women’s City Club in
dedicating this new Fun
Center at Laredo Medical
Center.”

“Women’s City Club has
supported our community
for 60 years and we are
proud to partner with Star-
light Children’s Foundation
to brighten the lives of seri-
ously ill children and their
families through programs
that help them reduce their
feelings of isolation and
fear,” said Ruby Chapa,
president of Women’s City
Club. “We hope the Fun
Center will create many

smiles and hours of fun for
the young patients served
by Laredo Medical Center.”

This is the second year
the Women’s City Club has
provided support for Star-
light programs in Laredo.
The Women’s City Club
helped launch Starlight’s
Great Escapes family activ-
ities program in Laredo,
which provides families
with seriously ill children a
chance to spend recreation-
al time together to relax, re-
group and return home
with a renewed sense of
strength and hope. 

Starlight center delights
pediatric patients at LMC
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Mark Ford, second from left, community development officer for
the Starlight Children’s Foundation Texas, watches as 11-year-old
Alex Borjas, a patient at the Laredo Medical Center, plays a video
game on a Wii donated to the children’s ward at the medical center
Thursday morning.
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Student and faculty
achievement has long been
the norm for Laredo Com-
munity College’s Phi Theta
Kappa chapter, a presti-
gious international honor
society for academically
gifted students enrolled in
two-year colleges.

This year, though, was
exceptionally special for
LCC’s Theta Theta Chap-
ter, which outdid itself by
snaring several major ac-
colades for the first time in
the chapter’s 57-year histo-
ry, including the opportu-
nity to lead a parade
through Disney’s Magic
Kingdom.

Student and faculty rep-
resentatives of the organi-
zation returned with a be-
vy of top awards, presented
to them during the Phi
Theta Kappa Texas Region

Convention, held March 11
through 13 in Houston.

Among the first-time
honors for LCC was the
Texas Region Top Chapter
Award, presented for ac-
complishing an impressive
number of chapter goals.

LCC’s chapter was given
the Texas Region Pinnacle
Award for increasing chap-
ter membership 25 percent;
the Texas Region Paragon
Award for best new advis-
er, Laura L. Ramirez Cruz;
and the District V Chapter
of Service Award for out-
standing community ser-
vice.

And for the sixth con-
secutive year, LCC was
honored with the Texas Re-
gion Five-Star Chapter
Award for chapter develop-
ment based on the chap-
ter’s accomplishments
throughout the academic
year. The Five-Star pro-

gram is self-paced and non-
competitive. Chapters set
annual goals but are re-
warded solely on their ac-
complishments.

Individual honors also
were snared by two LCC
Phi Theta Kappa members.

Kristine A. Reyna, secre-
tary for 2009-2010, and

Jorge Hernandez Jr., presi-
dent for 2010-2011, were in-
ducted into the District V
Hall of Honor.

The honors didn’t stop
there.

A student-and-faculty
delegation from LCC’s The-
ta Theta Chapter attended
the Phi Theta Kappa 92nd
annual International Con-
vention, held in early April
in Orlando, Fla., where the
chapter received its first-
ever top award.

LCC was one of 60 hard-
working chapters lauded
by the international organ-
ization with the annual
Hallmark Award for ser-
vice, leadership or scholar-
ship.

LCC received one of the
20 awards in the scholar-
ship hallmark category.

“The students and advis-
ers of Laredo Community
College’s Theta Theta

Chapter are extremely
proud of this accomplish-
ment because we were one
of only 20 chapters to earn
this award among the ex-
isting 1,250 chapters world-
wide,” Cruz said.

After the awards pre-
sentation, the LCC delega-
tion went the next day to
Walt Disney World, where
they were selected to serve
as the official grand mar-
shals for the Disney Grand
Parade down Main Street.

To join Phi Theta Kap-
pa, community college stu-
dents must have a cumula-
tive grade point average of
3.5 or higher and have
completed at least 12 col-
lege-level credit hours.

LCC students interested
in learning more about Phi
Theta Kappa should call
Cruz at 764-5765 or co-ad-
viser Rene Montemayor at
721-5355.

LCC’s Phi Theta Kappa snares new accolades
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Laredo Community College Phi Theta Kappa chapter members don
Mickey Mouse caps after serving as the grand marshals in the Walt
Disney Grand Parade in Florida in April. The LCC delegation was giv-
en the honor because of its contribution to Habitat for Humanity
this spring. Pictured are, left to right, front: Sharel Gaskey and lead
adviser Laura Ramirez Cruz; and back: Chantil Rubio, Louis San Mi-
guel, Jorge Hernandez Jr. and Kristine Reyna.
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