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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 12, 2007


It’s National Volunteer Week: April 15 – 21 

Starlight Starbright Honors its National Volunteer of the Year 

by Dedicating a PC Pal to the Hospital of His Choice
–Honoree Brett Shrewsbury Chooses Denver Health Medical Center to Benefit
 

(LOS ANGELES) –Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation recently conducted a search to unearth its volunteer superstar of 2007 and is proud to announce that Denver resident Brett Shrewsbury has been named the organization’s International Volunteer of the Year. In his honor, Starlight Starbright is dedicating a PC Pal to Denver Health Medical Center, the hospital of his choosing, on Monday, April 16 at 10 a.m.

Brett became involved with Starlight Starbright in 2002 as a volunteer at Hospital Happenings, fun-filled parties and events that help seriously ill children combat the hospital blues. 

“I decided that I wanted to volunteer my free time to an organization that served children, and after attending one of Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation’s Hospital Happenings and saw the smiles that were put on the kids faces because of the event, I was in for a lifetime,” said Brett.

Brett continued to expand his volunteer services for Starlight Starbright by participating at dozens of events both in and out of the hospital setting, and in 2003, he began to host a yearly turnkey fundraiser with the National Association of Investment and Financial Advisors, raising more than $10,000 each year at his event. Still not satisfied, he recently decided to create the first ever Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball, which was held on February 9, 2007. The inaugural event doubled his previous fundraising efforts, bringing in more than $20,000. To top it all off, Brett has also solicited the assistance of his wife and her parents, who all have become regular volunteers for Starlight Starbright during the last three years.  
"Brett has undoubtedly volunteered more hours at Starlight Starbright than just about any volunteer in our history,” said Kimberly Schultz, Executive Director of the Colorado Chapter of Starlight Starbright. “Brett’s enthusiasm for the kids, his endless amount of energy and incredible sense of humor made him our number one volunteer. We are lucky to have such a talented, personable and caring individual helping us to fulfill Starlight Starbright’s mission, and we are thrilled to place a PC Pal at Denver Health Medical Center in his honor as a small token of our gratitude.”

About Starlight Starbright’s PC Pals Program
PC Pals are laptop computer systems that are designed to meet the unique needs of pediatric patients ages 5 to 18. PC Pals keep kids connected to life and loved ones outside the hospital through email and chat, provide hours of entertainment and fun, and enable young patients to easily keep up with school work. PC Pals accommodate important hospital concerns, such as portability, security, and infection control. Each laptop also provides direct access to Starbright World, Starlight Starbright Children Foundation’s private, professionally moderated social network for seriously ill teens and their siblings that provides both a community of support and a critically important sense of belonging. Each PC Pal also comes pre-installed with Starlight Starbright’s medical education and disease management programs.
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About Denver Health Medical Center
Denver Health, formerly known as Denver General Hospital, is the Rocky Mountain Region’s Level 1 academic trauma center, and the safety net hospital for the Denver area. The Denver Health system, which integrates acute and emergency care with public and community health, includes the Rocky Mountain Regional Trauma Center, Denver’s 911 emergency medical response system, Denver Health Paramedic Division, nine family health centers, 12 school-based health centers, the Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center, NurseLine, Correctional Care, Denver CARES, Denver Public Health, the Denver Health Foundation and the Rocky Mountain Center for Medical Response to Terrorism, Mass Casualties and Epidemics.

About Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation

When a child or teenager has a serious medical condition, everyone in the family is affected. For more than two decades, Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation has dedicated itself to helping seriously ill children and their families cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. Starlight Starbright’s programs have been proven to distract children from their pain, help them better understand and manage their illnesses, and connect families facing similar challenges so that no one feels alone. Serving more than 180,000 children each month, Starlight Starbright’s array of outpatient, hospital-based and Web offerings provide ongoing support for children and families — before, during and after medical treatment. To learn more visit www.starlight.org.

Supporters can use PayPal’s Text to Give program to donate $10 to Starlight Starbright today by texting STAR10 to 78787!
# # #
PRESS CONTACT:

Donna DeDario

(323) 556-3322, donna.dedario@starlight.org 










